25 Stories of Jesus

Jesus is
very special

Surprising toys

Have some toys that do surprising things
for the children to investigate. You could
have some jack-in-the-box toys, pop-up
toys, tops that spin round to reveal
something inside, books with lift-the-flap
surprises, curved mirrors and puppets
that can be turned inside out to reveal
another puppet. Don't interfere in this,
but let the children explore and discover
for themselves.

Cornflour surprises
You will need: cornflour, water, bowl.

Mix two cups of cornflour with one cup of
water in a bowl and investigate its
strange properties. Let the children pick
up a small bit of the mixture and roll it
into a ball in their hands. Then stop
rolling the ball and see what happens. Try
squeezing some of the mixture in your
hand and then opening your hand. What
happens if you stir slowly and then

< Quickly? Try pushing your finger

'''' into the mixture slowly. The children
y will need aprons for this activity!

{ { Hunt the treasure

"\ You will need: shells, sand tray.

Bury shells or other objects in the
sand. Let the children hunt for them and
then re-bury them. This links in with the
idea of Jesus being buried but coming
back to life again. The children will be
using skills of coordination and spatial
awareness as well as exploring the
properties of dry sand.

Changing faces
You will need: paper circles, crayons,
craft sticks or straws, glue.

Give each child two paper circles. Let
them draw a sad face on one circle of
paper and-a happy face on the other. Stick
them back-to-back on a stick or straw.
Twirl the stick round to change a sad face
into a happy one. This links with the idea
that Jesus’ friends changed from being
sad when he was dead to happy when he
was alive again.

Jump like Jack

Crouch down small like a jack-in-the-box.
On a given signal, like a clap, the children
jump up as if popping out of the box. The
children must listen carefully and control
themselves to wait for the signal.

Pass the balloon
You will need: balloons, pump.

Arrange the children in lines of four or
s0. Give the first child a balloon. He has to
pass it over his head to the child behind;
continue till the last child has the
balloon. She runs to the front of the line
to start again. Repeat the process, passing
the balloon back in a different way each
time (between legs, to one side etc). This
practises coordination and teaches
mathematical words like ‘under’ and
‘over’.

Plant a bulb

You will need: bulbs, soil, plant pots,
water:

Let the children plant a bulb in a pot and
cover it with soil. Water it with a child-
sized watering can. Talk about how the
bulb seems dead now and we can’t see it
because it is buried underground. But the
bulb has life in it and will grow into a
beautiful flower.

Mobile phones
You will need: card, straws, crayons.

Use arectangle of card to make a mobile
phone. The children can draw on
numbers or stick on number stickers. See
if they can get them in the right order.
Add a straw to make an aerial. Comment
that you can’t see the person you are
talking to on the phone, but you know
they are there listening.

Jesus is very special
You will need: helium-filled balloon on
long string, a cardboard box.

Begin, holding the balloon high above
your head.

A long time ago, before Jesus was born,
God seemed a long way away from his
people. (Point to balloon.) The people
couldn’t see him, or reach him or touch
him. (Can you touch the balloon? No.)
They weren’t even sure if God was there,
or cared about them.

So God decided to change that. God sent
his son, Jesus, down to earth to live
among the people. (Pull balloon down to
children’s level.) The people were pleased.
Now they could see what God was like —
like Jesus. They could touch Jesus and
listen to him. (Let the children touch the
balloon gently.)

But some people didn’t believe that Jesus
was God’s son. Surely God lived in
heaven! He wouldn’t come down to earth!
So they killed Jesus. (Hold balloon on the
ground.) All his friends were very sad.

Jesus was buried in a tomb. (Cover
balloon with box, still holding string.)
Three days later, some of Jesus’ friends
came to see his body. They were still
feeling sad that their special friend had
died. But what a surprise! When they got
to the tomb, they saw that it was open!
(Turn box onto its side; let balloon pop up.)
Jesus had gone! And there was an angel
next to the tomb. ‘Don’t be afraid,” said
the angel. ‘Jesus isn’t here. He has come
back to life?

The friends were so amazed — and so
happy! Then they saw Jesus himself.
(Balloon at children’s level.) He looked the
same, but somehow different too. ‘I shall
stay with you for a little while,” he
promised. ‘But then I must go back to my
father in heaven.’ The friends were so
glad to have Jesus with them again! It was
wonderful to know he was alive.

A few weeks later Jesus did go back to
heaven. (Let string out to full length.) And
Jesus promised his friends that he would
send his Holy Spirit to be with them
always. They would always know that
God was with them.



Jesus is alive!

Clap your hands and shout, ‘Hooray!
Jesus is alive today.

Stamp your feet and turn around.
Reach up high and touch the ground.

Clap your hands and shout, ‘Hooray!
Jesus is alive today.

Wave your arms and shake your feet.
Click your fingers to the beat.

Clap your hands and shout, ‘Hooray!
Jesus is alive today.

Touch your knees and touch your toes.
Touch your shoulders, touch your nose.

Clap your hands and shout, ‘Hooray!
Jesus is alive today.

Dance around and skip about.

Praise God with a joyful SHOUT!
Clap your hands and shout, ‘Hooray!
Jesus is alive today.

God sent Jesus

Sing to the tune of ‘There was a princess
long ago’. The children can stand in a
circle. Make up some actions and
movements to go with the words. At the
end, hold hands and dance around in a
ring, while leaders ‘lah’ the tune.

God sent his son down to the earth,
To the earth, to the earth.

God sent his son down to the earth,
To the earth.

And Jesus lived here with us all,
With us all, with us all.

And Jesus lived here with us all,
With us all.

Then Jesus died upon the cross...
At Easter he came back to life!...
And then he went back up to God...
So everybody’s happy now...

Also:

‘Dingle dangle scarecrow’ (traditional)
“God’s not dead’, JU p38
‘Prayer is like a telephone’, JU p28

Talk time

You will need: telephones from Making
time or enough toy phones for everyone to
have one.

Use the toy telephones as props to help
children pray. Sing together ‘Prayer is like
a telephone’ JU p28. Go through the ways
of praying mentioned in the verse: talking
aloud, whispering, saying things in our
heads so that only Jesus can hear them.
Stress that, however we pray, Jesus always
hears and replies to our prayers.

Invite the children to say their own
prayers, using their phones while they do
so. Either do this as a shared prayer time
when each child takes a turn to pray, or
suggest they each find a space and make
their own prayer ‘phone call’ to Jesus and
say to him whatever they want to.

Repeat the song at the end.

*Have a party or celebration. Hire a
bouncy castle or have a puppet show to
make it even more fun.

*Do anything that is exciting or
unexpected: experiment with magnets or
make some bread and see how the dough
rises.

-Fold a piece of paper in half. Let the
children paint on one side, then fold in
half again to make a surprising mirror
picture.

Arrange a (pleasant!) unexpected event in
the middle of the session. You could
suddenly produce an Easter cake for
everyone to share or have some flowers
delivered to someone who has helped in
the group, been ill or just had a baby.

Invite the adults to any special Easter
services or guest services or groups for
enquirers, such as Alpha. If there aren’t
any appropriate groups, invite the adults
to a one-off discussion. The topic could
be: ‘Where was Jesus’ body?’ and could
examine the evidence for the
resurrection. Or you could invite one of

the church leaders to give a short talk on
the importance and relevance of Jesus’
death and resurrection. You could also
give out Christian pamphlets and have a
display of books about Jesus’ death,
resurrection and ascension. Encourage
the adults to read - and discuss if they
wish — the information and borrow any
books they want.

“So Jesus died? That’s terrible! I
thought he was alive and my friend!”
said Danny.

“You're right! That’s the amazing
thing,” said Dad. “Jesus came alive
again! And now we can be friends
with God for ever!”

Join Danny as he finds out more about
Easter in Tiddlywinks: My Little Yellow
Book. There are 50 first steps in Bible
reading pages for children and adults to
enjoy together.

See pages 89 and 96 for ordering
information.

ACTIVITY PAGE:
The photocopiable activity page for this

outline is on page 88

For your notes:
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