
And raised us up... in Christ
Welcome to our Sunday morning service at Catford Community Church, which today is led by Maureen Bid-
discombe, with Ian Butcher leading worship.
Then Stuart Checkley will be helping us to continue exploring some of the big ideas in Ephesians, and how they 
can impact our everyday lives. This week our focus is on what Paul meant when he said in Eph 2:4-5 that, when 
we are Christians, we are “in Christ”.  It’s a strange phrase in some ways, but our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will 
speak to our hearts and minds and help us to live in the good of being in Christ.
At the end of the service grab a tea or coffee and stay on to pray - these are important times in our church life as 
we bring our concerns, plans and ideas to God in prayer - do stay and be part of it!  We’ll be finished by 1pm.

Diary Dates
Monday 10 February
PlayPoint @ 1:15pm
Tuesday 11 February
TalkingPoint @ 10-12am
Pins @ The Point @ 8pm

Wednesday 12 February
Prayer Meeting @ 6:30am

Thursday 13 February
ConnectionPoint @ 10:30-12am

Friday 14 February
TalkingPoint @ 10-12am

Saturday 15 February
Men’s Breakfast @ Selco Builder’s Cafe @ 8:30am
Craft Morning @ 10.30am

Sunday 16 February
Church Lunch @ Martyn & Maureen’s @ 1:00pm

Tuesday 25 February
Curry on the go @ The Bear SE8 @ 7:30pm
Pins @ The Point @ 8pm

Friday 28 February
REACH London Prayer Walk with iNet

Friday 24 - Sunday 26 April
Weekend Away @ Ashburnham

Welcome to Catford Community Church
whether you’re a regular or a visitor, you’re very welcome

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known - Eph 3:10

Services are very informal and all ages are 
welcome. At the end of the service please do 
stay and chat over tea or coffee. 
Our Leadership Team are:
Ian Butcher, Maureen Biddiscombe,
Margaret George, Kim Knappett,
Simon Trodd and Phil Wood.

Prayer Points
• Outreach/events at the Point this week
 - PlayPoint; - English Classes; - Pins@ThePoint;
 - Prayer Meeting; - ConnectionPoint
• Upcoming half-term holiday
• Storm Ciara - for safety in travel and infrastructure
• Those affected by the CoronaVirus outbreak, especially the 

team returning from Hong Kong



Refreshments
9 Feb - Pat & Charlotte
16 Feb - Marilyn & Stuart
23 Feb - Elizabeth & Stephen
1 Mar - xxx

Welcoming
9 Feb - Priscilla
16 Feb - Kim
23 Feb - Carol
1 Mar - Mabel

Please let Joe know about any changes or swaps

London Prayer Journey
The iNet team are joining in with the REACH London 
prayer journey. Catford Community Church are planning 
to travel and pray with us. We’re starting at Kings Cross 
Baptist Church on 28 Feb at 7pm. For more information 
see the Reach London site: reachlondon.org

Are you coming to the iNet Curry Night? This year we’ll 
be hearing about One Way School, as well as other 
places around the world. Sophie is getting ready to 
head off to Zimbabwe in just under two weeks time, and 
she’ll be back with an update before the curry night.
We’ll also be sharing a bit more about the Home for 
Good Families of Refuge project launch event on the 
same evening, so to save you having to decide which to 
go to, we’ll be promoting it at the curry night too!
If you haven’t already, email iNet to let them know you’re 
coming to the curry night, so they can cater for us all!

Ashburnham Weekend
A reminder to those booked on to our Ashburnham 
weekend away that the next deadline is 23 February.

If you want to pay your money to directly to CCC the 
account  is 51439227 and sort code 40-02-05.

Use a reference ‘{your surname} Asburnham’ and let 
Kim know how much you’ve paid.

See Kim if you don’t know how much you owe.

By grace... so that no one may boast
At the same time as reading Ephesians to keep up with 
our Sunday mornings, we’ve been reading Genesis at 
home to start the year. Reading the stories of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob again has brought home the ways in 
which God has always called people according to his 
grace and purposes, not according to any goodness or 
ability we may have.

Of course, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all did great 
things with God and are often referred to through the 
Old and New Testaments, with God being called the 
‘God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’ over thirty times.  
But they were all also unlikely choices, we might think, 
for God’s grand purposes.

Jacob was a schemer! He tricked his brother Esau out 
of his birthright and blessing. He swindled his father-
in-law out of his flocks of sheep and goats (after his fa-
ther-in-law had tricked him into marrying Leah instead 
of Rachel!). And even when he seemed to be reconciled 
with Esau, Jacob was constantly turning conversations 
and situations to his own advantage.

There were some strange incidents in Isaac’s life. He 
doesn’t seem to have complained much when Abraham 
took him on a mystery journey and tied him up ready for 
sacrifice. His father didn’t let him play any part in finding 
Rebekah to be his wife. And he seems to have been 
surprisingly easily tricked by Jacob (in cahoots with Re-
bekah) wearing goat-skin in place of Esau’s hairy skin!  
Is it possible that Isaac had ‘additional needs’ (in mod-
ern terms) such that people could easily take advantage 
of him if no one was around to look out for him?

Abraham had his moments too. He passed off his wife 
as his sister in order to protect himself - twice!  And he 
didn’t trust that God’s promise of a son would be fulfilled 
through Sarah, his wife, and so had a son with Sarah’s 
servant - and then sent Hagar and Ishmael away into 
the desert.

If God can use such people as the foundation for the 
people of Israel, then surely Ephesians is correct to re-
mind us that “by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God 
- not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”

None of us is worthy of welcome or adoption but by the 
grace and the love of God we are joined with God and 
each other in God’s family.  It’s a good thing for all of us 
that God does not judge us by what we’ve done or how 
much we can live up to God’s standards!


